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to-day, midway between the schools, now leaning a
little to the revolutionary, now to the retrograde
party. He is the opponent, I take it, of that rash
and undisciplined improvisation which so danger-
ously fascinates so many young writers nowadays.
On the other hand, he is not delivered up, hound
hand and pen, to the old logical lucidity of classic
France. There is something northern about his
genius, which loves to cultivate tremulous caprices
and the twilight hours, and dreads the excess of
light that glares through the system of French
intellectual discipline.

I have said that ML Andr6 Gide is more closely
attuned in many respects to the English than to the
French spirit This is true, if we regard his
attitude as a little belated. Since 1900 our native
authors have adopted a vociferous tone, which is
certainly not that of " La Porte Ktroite." English
literature has, in this twentieth century, set up a
megaphone in the market-place, and the prize is for
him (or her) who shouts the loudest. But when we
say that M. Gide is in sympathy with English ideas,
it is of a slightly earlier period that we are thinking,
He is allied with such tender individualists of the
close of the nineteenth century as Shorthousc and
Pater. Those who delight in the contrast between
types of character, exhibited with great dexterity by
a most accomplished hand, will follow the literary
career of M. Anclrfi Gide with curiosity.
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